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P 160206Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2800 
INFO AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 

CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 01593 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, PINT, PDIP. DM, US, CA 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED BENINESE INTERNAL SECURITY RESTRICTIONS 

REF: STATE 57064 

1 . EMBOFF MARCH 15 INFORMED PARENT, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 

FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN AFFAIRS, MIN. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(EXTAFF), PURSUANT TO PARA 2 REFTEL. 

2. PARENT INDICATED THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF BENINESE 
RESTRICTIONS AND HE ADDED THAT CANADA HAS NO RESIDENT 
DIPLOMATS IN COTONOU. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR IN ACCRA 
ACCREDITED TO COTONOU. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT GOC HAS 
AID PROGRAM AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN BENIN SO 
RESTRICTIONS ARE OF INTEREST TO GOC. 

3. PARENT EXPRESSED INTENTION OF SUMMONING BENINESE 
AMBASSADOR IN OTTAWA TO EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR EXPLANATION 
OF THE SITUATION. HE AGREED THAT HE WOULD NOT IDENTIFY 
SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION. DEPENDING UPON BENINESE 
AMBASSADOR'S RESPONSE, PARENT SAID CANADA WOULD CONSIDER 
NEXT MOVE AND WILL KEEP US INFORMED. ENDERS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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